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count it all joy

"my brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces patience." james 1:2-3

the Lord seems to have me centering in on the book of 
James lately.  yes, old camel knees himself.  i don't 
know if it's because so many are going through so much 
these days, or if it is a fact that they will be going 
through much in the future.  i only know this: "surely 
the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret 
to His servants the prophets." amos 3:7

by no means do i claim to be a prophet but i do believe 
God speaks to each of His people these days, and each 
in a special way.  one only need have their eyes on Him 
and not whatever distractions would summon your 
attention.  (and believe me, we all have many.)

james tells us that stress (trials) can have a perfect 
work if we let them.  it has been said that a christian 
is like a tea bag; he is not worth much until he has 
been  through some hot water.  hot water (stressful 
trials) can be profitable to the believer.  a person at 
ease tends to float and not strive.  they say the 
underground church in persecuted areas is thriving, 
with more being added daily.

james exhorts the lowly to glory in his exaltation.  
here is one of the mysteries of God.  the last shall be 
first and the first last.  we are told blessed is the 



one who endures their trial, knowing that after the 
trial they will receive the crown of life.

i think i have told the story before about someone 
helping a butterfly to emerge from its cocoon.  because 
the butterfly didn't built up the wings in the struggle 
to emerge, it was never able to fly.  "when He has 
tested me, i shall come forth as gold." job 23:10  job 
knew about trials.  he also  knew about enduring them 
and remaining steadfast.

"be faithful until death, and i will give you the crown 
of life." rev 2:10  fanny crosby wrote beautiful songs 
and words even while enduring a lifetime of blindness.

great things He has taught us,
great things He hath done,
and great our rejoicing
through Jesus the Son;

but purer, and higher,
and greater will be
our wonder, our transport,
when Jesus we see.

miss crosby, even though she couldn't see, could see 
beyond the veil.  "brethren, i do not count myself to 
have apprehended; but one thing i do, forgetting those 
things which are behind and reaching forward to those 
things which are ahead, i press toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." phil 
3:13-14

none of us may comprehend the where and why of 



everything.  we may not be able to see an end in sight.  
but by the Spirit of God, "we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are the called according to His purpose." rom 8:28  
knowing that, let your peace be found in Him and count 
it all joy!  your wings are being strengthened to soar 
above the circumstances.  and our God will get the 
glory from it.  God bless all.


